Nagarjuna’s Fundamental Wisdom - Chapter 24, Verses 18 & 19 
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That which is dependently arisen 
Is explained to be emptiness. 


That, being dependently imputed, 
Is the middle way. 
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There is not any phenomenon 

That is not dependently arisen. 
Therefore, there is not any phenomenon 
That is not empty. 


Nagarjuna’s Fundamental Wisdom - Chapter 22 
yan wens a 
BO sae Ny ae 
pip aciiaaical 
os aN . ~ ’ . * oN 
GA SINAN a4 
> Ss . ~ . . S . DS 
eee ee 
[The Tathagata is] neither the aggregates nor different from the aggregates, 
The aggregates do not [depend on] him, nor does he [depend] on the aggregates. 


The Tathagata does not possess the aggregates. 
What is the Tathagata? 


Geshe Thupten Palsang briefly spoke about the three verses, on the reverse of this page, in class on 
Saturday (26 September 2015). The two verses from Chapter 24 of Nagarjuna's Fundamental 
Wisdom 24 set forth dependent arising and the verse from the Chapter 22 is on emptiness. 


The verse from Chapter 22 sets forth emptiness by way of indicating that the Tathagata does not 
exist in the following five ways: 


(1) the Tathagata is not inherently one with the aggregates, 

(2) the Tathagata is not inherently different from the aggregates, 
(3) the Tathagata does not inherently depend on the aggregates, 
(4) the aggregates do not inherently depend on the Tathagata, and 
(5) the Tathagata does not inherently possess the aggregates. 


According to H.H. Dalai Lama's instructions we should memorize and contemplate these verses 
daily. Geshe-la advised us to replace the Tathagata with the self/"I", ie: (1) the selfis not 
inherently one with the aggregates.... 


Chandrakirti supplements the Ch. 22 verse by explaining two further ways in which the self does not 
exist. According to Chandrakirti, there are seven ways in which the se/f does not exist, the five set 
forth by Nagarjuna and: 


(6) the self is not inherently the collection of the aggregates, and 
(7) the self is not inherently the special shape of the aggregates. 


